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Percy Faith and his Orchestra
All arrangements by Percy Faith

1			 Ride	Through	The	Night		(from	“Subways	Are	For	Sleeping”)	(Jule	Styne)	 2:50
	 –	Columbia	CS	8533			1961

2			 Carefree	(Percy	Faith)	–	Columbia	CS	8360			1961 2:24

3			 La	Golondrina	(The	Swallow)	(Traditional)	–	Columbia	CS	8038			1957 3:46

4			 Granada	(Augustin	Lara)	–	Columbia	CS	8038			1957 3:20

5			 Over	And	Over	Again	(from	Billy	Rose’s	“Jumbo”)	(Richard	Rodgers)	 4:10
	 –	Columbia	CS	8583			1962

6			 Fascination	(Fidenco	Dante	Marchetti)	–	Columbia	CS	8124			1959 2:43

7			 Sixteen	Going	On	Seventeen	(from	“The	Sound	Of	Music”)	(Richard	Rodgers)	 3:03
	 –	Columbia	CS	8215			1960

8			 Duet	(Percy	Faith)	–		Columbia	CS	8481			1962 2:41

9			 A	Cock-Eyed	Optimist	(from	“South	Pacific”)	(Richard	Rodgers)		 2:56
	 –	Columbia	CS	8005			1958

10			Chico	Bolero	(Percy	Faith)	–	Columbia	CS	8702			1962 2:55

11			Bess	You	Is	My	Woman	Now	(from	“Porgy	and	Bess”)	(George	Gershwin)	 3:45
	 –	Columbia	CS8105			1959
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WARNING:	 Copyright	 subsists	 in	 all	 recordings	 under	 this	 label.	 Any	 unauthorised	 broadcasting,	 public	
performance,	copying	or	re-recording	thereof	in	any	manner	whatsoever	will	constitute	an	infringement	of	such	
copyright.	In	the	United	Kingdom	licences	for	the	use	of	recordings	for	public	performance	may	be	obtained	from	
Phonographic	Performances	Ltd.,	1	Upper	James	Street,	London	W1F	9EE.
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12			 I	Enjoy	Being	A	Girl	(from	“Flower	Drum	Song”)	(Richard	Rodgers)	 2:48
	 Columbia	CS	8583			1962

Robert Farnon and his Orchestra
(except where stated that Robert Farnon is conducting other orchestras)
All arrangements by Robert Farnon

13			The	Girl	On	The	Police	Gazette	(from	the	show	“Star	And	Garter”)	(Irving	Berlin)	 2:29
	 (LP	label	credits	‘Jack	Saunders	Orchestra’)	–	Everest	SDBR	1011			1958

14			Moon	Over	Hong	Kong	(featured	in	the	film	“The	Road	To	Hong	Kong”)	(Robert	Farnon)	 3:34
	 –	Liberty	LOS	17002			1962

15			St.	Patrick’s	Day;	The	Gentle	Maiden	(Traditional)	–	Decca	SKL	4096			1959 5:00

16			Seventh	Heaven	(Robert	Farnon)	 2:54
	 DANISH	STATE	RADIO	ORCHESTRA	Conducted	by	ROBERT	FARNON	
	 (‘Melodi	Light	Orchestra	Conducted	by	Ole	Jensen’	on	78	label)	–	Chappell	C	410			1952

17			All	Sports	March	(Robert	Farnon)	 2:09
	 QUEEN’S	HALL	LIGHT	ORCHESTRA	Conducted	by	ROBERT	FARNON
	 –	Chappell	C	339			1948

18			Tangerine	(Victor	Schertzinger;	Johnny	Mercer)	–	London	BEP	6071			1955 (recorded 1952) 3:02

19			Blue	Moment	(Robert	Farnon)	 3:28
	 DANISH	STATE	RADIO	ORCHESTRA	Conducted	by	ROBERT	FARNON	
	 (‘Melodi	Light	Orchestra	Conducted	by	Ole	Jensen’	on	78	label)	–	Chappell	C	606			1958

GLCD 5101   An Introduction  
GLCD 5102   The 1940s
GLCD 5103   The 1950s – Vol. 1
GLCD 5104   Great British Light Orchestras
GLCD 5105   Great American Light Orchestras
GLCD 5106   The 1930s – Vol. 1
GLCD 5107   Charles Williams and the QHLO
GLCD 5108   British Cinema & Theatre Orchestras
GLCD 5109   Light Music From The Silver Screen
GLCD 5110   Mantovani – By Special Request
GLCD 5111   The 1950s – Vol. 2 : Midnight Matinee
GLCD 5112   Reflections of Tranquility
GLCD 5113   Mantovani – By Special Request – Vol. 2
GLCD 5114   Great American Light Orchestras – Vol. 2 
GLCD 5115   Highdays and Holidays
GLCD 5116   The 1930s – Vol. 2 : In Town Tonight
GLCD 5117   Bandstand In The Park – Vol. 1
GLCD 5118   Buried Treasures
GLCD 5119   The 1950s – Vol. 3 : Say It With Music
GLCD 5120   The Light Music Hall of Fame – Vol. 1
GLCD 5121   Joyousness – Haydn Wood
GLCD 5122   British Cinema and Theatre Orchestras –2
GLCD 5123   Richard Rodgers 
GLCD 5124   The Light Music Hall of Fame – Vol. 2
GLCD 5125   Childhood Memories – Vol. 1
GLCD 5126   Soloists Supreme
GLCD 5127   Light Orchestras Salute Cole Porter
GLCD 5128   Light Music While You Work – Vol. 1
GLCD 5129   Beyond The Blue Horizon
GLCD 5130   The 1950s Vol. 4 : Cornflakes
GLCD 5131   Light Music On The Move
GLCD 5132   Continental Flavour
GLCD 5133   Amor Amor : Music For Romance
GLCD 5134   Four Decades of Light Music – Vol. 1  
GLCD 5135   Four Decades of Light Music – Vol. 2
GLCD 5136   Marching and Waltzing
GLCD 5137   Light Music While You Work – Vol. 2
GLCD 5138   Light Music For All Seasons

GLCD 5139 Musical Kaleidoscope – Vol. 1
GLCD 5140   Musical Kaleidoscope – Vol. 2
GLCD 5141   Globetrotting
GLCD 5142   The 1950s Vol. 5 : Sunny Side Up
GLCD 5143   Animal Antics
GLCD 5144   Childhood Memories – Vol. 2
GLCD 5145 Scenic Grandeur
GLCD 5146 Stringin’ Along
GLCD 5147 Bandstand in the Park – Vol. 2
GLCD 5148 George Gershwin and Jerome Kern
GLCD 5149 The Show Goes On
GLCD 5150 String Fever
GLCD 5151 Going Places
GLCD 5152 From Stage And Screen
GLCD 5153 Strings And Things Go Stereo!
GLCD 5154 Musical Kaleidoscope – Vol. 3
GLCD 5155 Melodies for Romantics
GLCD 5156 Picking Strings
GLCD 5157  A Box of Light Musical Allsorts
GLCD 5158   That’s Light Musical Entertainment
GLCD 5159   More Strings in Stereo!
GLCD 5160 Light And Lively
GLCD 5161   European Tour
GLCD 5162 Hall of Fame – Vol.3
GLCD 5163 The 1930s Revisited
GLCD 5164 A Trip To The Library
GLCD 5165 Orchestral Gems in Stereo
GLCD 5166 Highly Strung
GLCD 5167 Strings in Rhythm
GLCD 5168 British Cinema & Theatre Orchestras – 3
GLCD 5169 A First A-Z of Light Music
GLCD 5170 Magical Melodies
GLCD 5171 War and Peace – Light Music of the 1940s
GLCD 5172 Lightly Classical
GLCD 5173 The Pianist in the Spotlight
GLCD 5174 The Lost Transcriptions – Vol. 1
GLCD 5175 Confetti
GLCD 5176 From the Vintage Vaults
GLCD 5177 The Composer Conducts – Vol. 1
GLCD 5178 The Composer Conducts – Vol. 2

Guild presents The Golden Age of Light Music
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20			Dominion	Day	(Robert	Farnon)	 2:15
	 QUEEN’S	HALL	LIGHT	ORCHESTRA	Conducted	by	ROBERT	FARNON
	 –	Chappell	C	616			1958

21			 In	The	Blue	Of	The	Evening	(original	title	“Footnote	To	A	Summer	Love”)	(Alec	Wilder)	 4:15
	 featuring	FRANK	REIDY,	clarinet
	 –	Decca	LK	4067		 1953 

22			City	Streets	(Robert	Farnon)	 2:11
	 QUEEN’S	HALL	LIGHT	ORCHESTRA	Conducted	by	ROBERT	FARNON
	 –	Chappell	C	629			1959

23			The	Touch	Of	Your	Lips	(Ray	Noble)	–	Philips	852011	BY			1962 2:30

24			 “Captain	Horatio	Hornblower,	R.N.”	(Title	theme	from	the	film)	(Robert	Farnon)	 4:53
	 THE	LONDON	FESTIVAL	SYMPHONY	ORCHESTRA	Conducted	by	ROBERT	FARNON
	 –	Delyse	DS	6057			1960

Stereo	tracks	1	–	15	&	23,	24;		rest	in	mono

The copyright dates after the catalogue numbers state when the original recording was first released, according to printed 
catalogues and/or information on disc labels or sleeves. Compiled from the collections of David Ades and Alan Bunting.

If	you	have	difficulty	in	finding	copies	of	other	CDs	in	the	Guild	Golden	Age	of	Light	Music	series	at	your	local	
record	store,	you	can	always	order	them	direct	from	Guild	Music.	
Write to: Guild	GmbH,	Bärenholzstrasse	8,	8537	Nussbaumen/TG,	Switzerland,	or	order	through	the	website:	
www.guildmusic.com.		Major	credit	cards	accepted.

The Golden Age of Light Music	 –	Compiled	 by	 dedicated	 enthusiasts	 to	 provide	 light	music	 lovers	with	
superior	collections	of	 recordings	often	difficult	 to	 find	elsewhere,	with	 the	majority	making	 their	 first	
appearance	on	CD.	Remastered	to	the	highest	standards,	each	CD	plays	between	70	and	79	minutes	with	
no	duplication	of	tracks	within	the	series.

ROBERT	FARNONPERCY	FAITH
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Canada’s largest city, Toronto, has the honour and distinction of being the birthplace of two of the 20th 
Century’s finest composer/conductor/arrangers in the world of Light Music. Ironically both of them 
achieved worldwide recognition and fame when they left their homeland and established their glittering 

careers in other countries. In the case of Percy Faith he responded to many offers of work and moved south of 
the border into the United States. Robert Farnon was sent to Britain during the Second World War, where he 
realised that the entertainment scene offered him more scope than back home to develop his skills. In each case 
they had been recognised in Canada for their music before they left, but it can be argued that they might not have 
achieved their universal acclaim had they not developed their careers elsewhere.

PERCY FAITH was born on 7 April 1908, the oldest of eight children. As a child he learned the violin and 
piano, and originally he expected that he would pursue his music career as a concert pianist. Aged only 15, he 
gave a piano recital at Toronto’s famous Massey Hall, but he injured his hands in a fire which forced him to turn 
to composing, arranging and conducting. 
 During the 1930s he was regularly heard in live music broadcasts on Canadian radio, and his programme 
“Music By Faith” was carried by the Mutual network in the USA, prompting offers of work south of the border. 
He eventually succumbed in 1940 and moved to Chicago, leaving Robert Farnon (previously his lead trumpeter) 
to conduct his Canadian orchestra. He became a naturalized citizen of the United States in 1945. 
 Initially Faith concentrated on broadcasting, although he did make some commercial recordings for the 
Majestic, Decca and RCA labels, several of which have featured on previous Guild CDs.  However, many other 
recordings, mainly derived from his radio programmes, were issued by Voice Of America on transcription discs, 
but these were not available to the general public. Some of them may now be heard on Guild GLCD5174 and 
GLCD5181. Things were to change dramatically when he signed a Columbia (CBS) contract in 1950 to provide 
backings for the label’s top singers which also allowed him to begin a regular programme of recording singles 
and albums of his own. 
 He soon discovered that his singles sold well and the new long playing records needed the kind of 
popular instrumental sounds that had formed the basis of his broadcasts for so many years. Unlike many of his 
contemporaries, Faith arranged all his own material, and his exciting and vibrant scores made his work stand 
out among the rest. He accompanied Columbia’s contract singers, and even contributed the odd popular song, 
such as My Heart Cries For You for Guy Mitchell. One of his best-selling singles was Theme from “A Summer 
Place” (on Guild GLCD5165) which is still frequently heard today. It won the Grammy Award for ‘Record Of 
The Year’ in 1961. A second Grammy followed in 1969 for his album Love Theme from “Romeo and Juliet”.

The title music is the final track on this CD.
 In 1962 cinema audiences saw the last film in the famous ‘Road’ series which had begun in Singapore way 
back in 1940. Bing Crosby, Bob Hope and Dorothy Lamour were reunited for “The Road To Hong Kong” which 
was filmed at Shepperton Studios in England with Farnon as musical director. Some other major film scores 
included “Maytime In Mayfair” (1949), “Gentlemen Marry Brunettes” (1955), “The Sheriff of Fractured Jaw” 
(1958), “Shalako” (1968) and “Bear Island” (1979).
 Although it has to be said that he never received the promotional support he deserved from his record 
company, his contract with Decca produced many fine albums which became models of orchestration. Leading 
international recording artists engaged him to arrange and conduct for them, such as Frank Sinatra, Sarah Vaughan, 
Tony Bennett, Lena Horne and George Shearing. Farnon’s work has often been recognised by his peers.  In Britain 
the foremost long-running recognition for excellence in the music industry are the Ivor Novello Awards. Farnon’s 
tally:  “Westminster Waltz” in 1956; “Sea Shore” 1960; “Colditz March” 1973; and the major citation “Outstanding 
Services to British Music” in 1991.  Across the Atlantic Farnon received Grammy nominations for arrangements in 
1976 for “Sentimental Journey” (on a Singers Unlimited album) and in 1992 “Lush Life” (sung by Eileen Farrell). 
He finally reached the top for Best Instrumental Arrangement of 1995 - “Lament” on the J.J. Johnson album 
“Tangence”. His importance was finally acknowledged by his homeland when he was awarded the Order of Canada 
early in 1998.
 Robert Farnon lived on the beautiful island of Guernsey in the English Channel for almost half a century. 
He was still actively working on new composing and arranging projects right up until the time when he passed 
away peacefully on 23 April 2005, just three weeks before the premiere of his third symphony in Edinburgh.
 The following compositions by Robert Farnon are a few of the fifty to be found on previous Guild CDs:

Derby Day [GLCD5160]
Gateway To The West [GLCD5215]
Goodwood Galop [GLCD5104]
How Beautiful Is Night [GLCD5196]
In A Calm [GLCD5112]
Journey Into Melody [GLCD5214]
Jumping Bean [GLCD5162]
Malaga [GLCD5132]
Manhattan Playboy [GLCD5175]

Melody Fair [GLCD5170]
Peanut Polka [GLCD5160]
Pictures In The Fire [GLCD5212]
Poodle Parade [GLCD5111]
Portrait Of A Flirt [GLCD5120]
Sea Shore [GLCD5180]
A Star Is Born [GLCD5149]
State Occasion [GLCD5178]
Westminster Waltz [GLCD5158]

© David Ades, 2014
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 Percy Faith’s recordings usually concentrated on the rich source of popular music of the time, which was 
available in abundance in musicals on Broadway and Hollywood films. But he also had a penchant for the exotic 
sounds of Latin-American music, and some of his best-selling collections featured his distinctive arrangements 
of the music of Mexico and Brazil. Like his fellow orchestra leaders, he had to acknowledge the changing tastes 
in popular music during the 1960s, and for a while he managed to attract a younger generation of listeners with 
albums devoted to lush orchestral versions of current song successes.
 Although his recording career was always paramount, his composing and arranging abilities naturally 
attracted offers of work elsewhere. He composed the popular theme music for the television series “The 
Virginian”, screened by NBC in the US and also shown in many countries around the world. In Hollywood he 
received an Academy Award nomination for his arrangements of the songs in the Doris Day film “Love Me Or 
Leave Me” (1955). Other Hollywood commissions included “Tammy Tell Me True” (1961), “I’d Rather Be 
Rich” (1964), “The Love Goddesses” (1964) and “The Third Day” (1965). The following year he provided a 
beautiful score for the much criticised film “The Oscar”, although it did produce the song Maybe September 
which was recorded by Tony Bennett. 
 But today it is his numerous albums that have created a resurgence of interest in his work, thanks to their 
reissue on CD. Faith was always busy, whether working in the recording studios, radio, television or films. He 
died at Encino, California, on 9 February 1976, aged 67.
 Percy Faith’s music has already been widely represented on Guild Light Music CDs. Some of the most 
memorable tracks include:

ROBERT FARNON was widely regarded as one of the world’s greatest composers of Light Orchestral music 
during the second half of the twentieth century.  He was also revered as an arranger of quality popular songs, 
having influenced most of the top writers on both sides of the Atlantic.  A great lover of jazz, two of his closest 
friends were trumpeter Dizzy Gillespie and pianist Oscar Peterson.  
 Robert Joseph Farnon was born on 24 July 1917, and while still in his teens, he became a household 
name through his many programmes on radio, especially the long-running “Happy Gang”. He occupied the 
lead trumpet chair in Percy Faith’s Canadian Broadcasting Corporation’s Orchestra, also contributing vocal 
arrangements for the show. In 1940 Faith decided to leave for greener pastures in the USA, and Farnon was 
invited to take over the baton. World War 2 eventually interrupted his promising career, which had included 
the composition of two symphonies by the age of 25. It was as conductor of the Canadian Band of the Allied 
Expeditionary Forces that Farnon arrived in England in September 1944, working alongside Glenn Miller and 
George Melachrino, who fronted the American and British bands. 
 At the end of the war Farnon took his discharge in Britain, finding the musical scene more suited to his 
talents, so that he could work in films, radio and the recording industry. He realised that he had a talent for Light 
Music, but he did not confine himself to it.  After all, he had been brought up in an atmosphere of big bands and 
show music. While living in Toronto he made frequent visits to New York, where he would call in at Minton’s, 
generally regarded as the birthplace of “bebop”. It was not rare for him to be asked to join a jam session, with 
the likes of Dizzy and Oscar.  
 Farnon’s inventive ideas were soon noticed by British bandleaders Lew Stone, Ambrose and Ted Heath who 
were not slow to add Farnon scores to their libraries. Farnon joined the Geraldo Organisation as an arranger, and 
when Geraldo travelled to the USA in 1947 for a while Farnon took over the band for its broadcasts and recordings. 
 The Robert Farnon Orchestra began to appear regularly on BBC radio and television, both in its own 
programmes and also supporting big British stars such as Vera Lynn and Gracie Fields.  Thanks to his radio 
broadcasts, British listeners were starting to notice the bright, fresh Farnon sound, and towards the end of 
1948 Decca released one of the finest Light Music 78s ever recorded – “Jumping Bean” coupled with “Portrait 
Of A Flirt”. These two Farnon originals have become part of the folk lore of British Light Music, and they 
undoubtedly influenced a generation of composers in this genre.
 His first important film score was for “Spring In Park Lane” (1948), and it was hardly surprising when 
Warner Bros commissioned him to write the score for their prestigious maritime saga “Captain Horatio 
Hornblower R.N.” (1951). The stars were Gregory Peck and Virginia Mayo, and Farnon’s score reflected the 
attraction they both felt for each other, as well as the many dramatic swashbuckling scenes throughout the film. 

Blue Is The Night [GLCD5194]
Brazil [GLCD5213]
Brazilian Sleigh Bells [GLCD5105]
Edelma [GLCD5182]
Falling In Love With Love [GLCD5181]
Fiddle Derby [GLCD5187]
Go-Go-Po-Go [GLCD5199]
Mademoiselle De Paris [GLCD5136]

March Of The Toys [GLCD5159]
Mucho Gusto [GLCD5214]
Petite [GLCD5199]
Show Me [GLCD5152]
Swedish Rhapsody [GLCD5191]
Temptation [GLCD5188]
Theme from ‘A Summer Place’ [GLCD5165]
Why Do I Love You [GLCD5181]


